[Molecular staging of prostatic cancer].
Despite the improvement current evaluation techniques, approximately 30% of prostatic cancers clinically localized to the gland are understaged. RT-PCR is a sensitive and specific screening method for circulating prostatic cells, proposed as a molecular staging tool. The results obtained with this method and reported in the literature are critically discussed. These results, concerning the detection of circulating PSA- or PSMA-positive prostatic cells, are only indicative, as none of the teams used the same method. No consensus has been reached concerning the equipment used, the choice of oligonucleotide primers, the number of cycles to be applied or even the type of method, classical or "nested". Another possible application of this method is early detection of circulating prostatic cells, possibly neoplastic, during the follow-up of patients treated by radical prostatectomy. Once again, the results of the literature are contradictory. The reliability and reproducibility of molecular biology techniques in routine practice must therefore be demonstrated before these techniques can influence the therapeutic decision concerning prostatic cancer.